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A LOOK AT THE RECORD 
Highlights in the 1949-1951 Administration MAY 919 
Of National Chairman Agnes E. Wells Cony — 


S DR. WELLS’ term as National Chairman ap- 

proaches its close Equal Rights brings you a 
summary of events, large and small, for the period 
of her incumbency, April, 1949—April, 1951. Most 
important event during this time: The Equal Rights 
Amendment at last receiv- 
ed, on January 25, 1950, 
the necessary two-thirds 
majority for passage in the 
Senate. This was one of 
the great, historic mom- 
ents—even though marred 
by the last minute Hay- 
den rider. 

On the same day the Bi- 
ological Status Bill was re- 
soundingly defeated — 65 
to 18. The vote to place 
the principle of equal rights 
in the Constitution was 63 
to 19. 

“A comparative new- 
comer to the ‘cause,” as 
she described herself, Dr. 
Wells, nevertheless, works 
with the intent persistence 
which characterizes’ the 
true feminist. A few weeks 
after her installation as 
National Chairman she 
started out on the first of 
many speaking trips to 
the middle west. This one 
took her on to Seattle and 
the AAUW Convention 
with stopovers and speech- 
es in seven cities. 

Always active in women’s 
organizations, she has held 
state and national office in 
many of them — including 
AAUW, BPW, and DAR — 
and her friends are literally legion. This happy cir- 
cumstance brought the Amendment to the attention 
of many who never before had heard of it, for one 
thing is certain: Agnes Wells never misses a chance 
to tell women they are not in the Constitution of their 
country and what are they going to do about it? 

With the same practical competence this former 
Dean of Women (for 19 years) set up an operating 
budget for Headquarters, assigned definite duties, re- 
vised the dues system, appointed a national organiza- 
tion chairman, gave Equal Rights a free hand under 
its own committee, and had extensive, essential repairs 


Dr. AGNES E. WELLS 


NATIONAL CHAIRMAN — NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
1949 — 1951 


made in the basic structure of the property. She also 
suggested the revision in the by-laws which is to be 
voted on at the Convention. At the same time this in- 
defatigable woman was constantly working for the 
Amendment through some of her many friends, and 
friends of friends. Her 
former students, now prom- 
‘inent in professions or gov- 
ernment heard that she was 
here and called to offer 
their help. The late Charles 
Ross, presidential press 
secretary, received her sev- 
eral times with cordiality 
and gave wise counsel. 

A brilliant social affair 
in this administration was 
the evening reception in the 
garden honoring Mrs. Perle 
S. Mesta, member of the 
National Council of the Na- 
tional Woman’s Party, on 
her appointment to the post 
of United States Minister 
to Luxembourg. Dr. Wells 
and Mrs. Mesta, with Sen- 
ator Margaret Chase Smith, 
Representative Edith 
Nourse Rogers and some 
of the National Woman’s 
Party officers received over 
480 guests among whom 
were many high officials, 
Senators and Representa- 
tives and their wives. 

Two “firsts,” so far as we 
know, took place at Dr. 
Well’s installation as Na- 
tional Chairman: The oath 
of office was administered 
by an ordained woman 
minister, and the wife of 
the President of the United States was a guest at the 
ceremony. Mrs. Mesta brought Mrs. Truman with 
her, to the great pleasure of all. 

The two years during which Dr. Wells has been 
Chairman have been the period of the greatest tension 
in our history. Yet it is in this time that she has 
heightened the interest of the Congress in the Equal 
Rights Amendment, and has brought new groups to a 
realization of the need for it. Her optimism, her cheer- 
fulness, her firmness, her serenity have been a source 
of strength. We know we say, “Goodbye, Madame 
Chairman,” only to welcome a worker to the ranks. 
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TEXT OF EQUAL RIGHTS AMENDMENT 
“Equality of rights under the law shall not be denied or abridged by the 
United States or by any State on account of sex. 
“Congress and the several States shall have power, within their respective 
jurisdictions to enforce this article by appropriate legislation. 
‘This amendment shall take effect one year after the date of ratification.” 


STATUS OF AMENDMENT 
Introduced: 


In Senate, Jan. 8, 1951 by Senator Herbert R. O’Conor (D), Md. with 

27 co-sponsors. 

In House Feb. 2, 1951, by Rep. Katharine St. George (R), N. Y., 
with 103 co-sponsors. 


Welcome to the Convention! 


Here in Washington we are eagerly looking for- 
ward to your arrival for the Biennial Convention 
which opens on May 25. We hope your journey here 
will be rewarding to you, and a help toward the pass- 
age of the Equal Rights Amendment. 

There are several important matters to be con- 
sidered by the delegates, so the sessions will no doubt 
occupy most of your time. However, you certainly 
will want to talk to your Senators, your own Repre- 
sentative, and to other Representatives from your 
State about the Amendment. This is a golden oppor- 
tunity, not to be wasted. 


This is the last issue of Equal Rights you will re- 
ceive until after the Convention. 
later in the month than usual in order to include the 
latest possible news. The program on page 3 gives 
a schedule of events, all but one of which will take 
place at The Hotel Statler—a great time-and-energy 
saving plan for delegates. The one event not to be 
held at The Statler is the tea and open house at Alva 
Belmont House on Sunday afternoon. 


The great cause of equality needs you. Old friends, 
and new, await you. Come! 


We are issuing it” 


Do You Know... 


.. . THAT the same organization protests the adop- 
tion of the International Labor Office’s Revised Con- 
vention on night work for women, which it considers 
to be discriminatory and not in keeping with the 
United Nations’ Charter, since it prohibits night work 
for women? It urges upon ILO through U.S. repre- 
sentatives strongest possible international regulations 
supporting equal pay for equal work. 


.. . THAT the only woman member of the State 
Senate of Ohio, Hon. Elizabeth F. Gorman (D.) in- 
troduced an equal pay bill in that body early in the 
present session? 


... THAT Major Theresa T. Woo and Major Ruth 
E. Church were the first women physicians to volunteer 
and be accepted for service with the Army Medical 
Corps in the years since the end of World War II? 


... THAT the eligibility for jury duty for women is 
as yet unfinished business in some of our forty-eight 
sovereign states? In only twenty is jury service com- 
pulsory. In twenty-two more, including the District 
of Columbia, it is voluntary, that is, women may re- 
fuse it on the basis of sex. Here is the list of states 
which expect a woman to do her duty as a juror when 
she is called, with California and New Jersey the first 
to demand the service in 1917, and Wyoming, the 
original equal suffrage state the latest in 1949. Colo- 
rado, Connecticut, Delaware, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Maine, Maryland, Michigan, Montana, Nebraska, North 
Carolina, Ohio, Oregon, Pennsylvania, South Dakota 
and Vermont complete the roster. 


... THAT the American Association of University 
Women asked Congress on December 17 to repeal the 
law which limits the number of women in the armed 
forces to two percent of the total force? It might be 
well to remind them of an amendment that asks for 
an end to any denial or abridgment of right because of 
sex. They may be able to help bring that about. 


. . . THAT Vermont has the fewest women in key 
government positions filled by appointment? Delaware 
leads the parade of states with the largest number of 
women appointed to such posts. 


... THAT while the wages of men in Norway have 
risen to 43.6 cents an hour from the former high of 
42, wages of women rose from 27 to nearly 28 cents. 
Equal raise, for purposes of comparison, but scarcely 
equal pay. 


THAT St. John’s College, Annapolis, Maryland, 
has at last decided to admit women to its “great books” 
course? This breaks a 254 year precedent. The post 
of Dean of Women will be created, entrance require- 
ments the same for all, as will be the degree granted. 


... THAT the National Federation of Business and 
Professional Women’s Clubs has made a nation-wide 
project of the Susan B. Anthony Memorial Fund? The 
purpose of the fund is to purchase a bust of Susan B. 
Anthony to be placed in the Hall of Fame. She is the 
eighth woman to find a place there. The Federation 


announced its intention to raise the fund on February 
16, and the one hundred thirty-first anniversary of the 
birth of Miss Anthony. Each local club, in fact each 
member, is urged to donate, so that all the Federation 
may have a part in the enterprise. 


by 
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NATIONAL CONVENTION —NATIONAL WOMAN'S PARTY 
Wasuincton, D. C., May 25, 26 and 27, 1951 


General Program 


Friday, May 25, 1951—Hotel Statler, Mezzanine Floor 


9:00 a.m.—Registration, Capital Terrace Check Room 
Election and Credentials Chairman—Clara Snell Wolfe 
10:00 a.m.—Sightseeing tour leaves from Hotel Statler 


2:30 p.m.—Business meeting and opening of 


Convention—Capital Room 


Dr. Agnes E. Wells, National Chairman, Presiding 
Mrs. Lilian Lilly, Parliamentarian 

Reports of Secretary, Treasurer, “Equal Rights” 
Reports of Committees 


6:30 p.m.—Informal dinner—South American Room 
Betty Gram Swing, Speaker 


Mamie Mizen, Program Chairman 


Roll Call of States 
Saturday, May 26 


9:00 to 11:45 a.m.—Registration—Capital Terrace Check Room 
10:00 to 11:30 a.m.—Business Meeting — Federal Room 
Dr. Armstrong, Presiding 
Report of Committees—continued 
Report of the Nominating Committee 
Polls open: 11:45 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. 


12:15 Noon—World Woman's Party Luncheon— 


South American Room 
Miss Alice Paul, Presiding 
Program Chairman, Anita Pollitzer 
3:00-5:00 p.m.—Business Meeting—Federal Room 
Dr. Wells, Presiding 
Equal Rights Amendment Workshop 
4:00 p.m.—Report of Committee on Revision of By-Laws 
7:00 p.m.—Banquet—Federal Room 
Dr. Wells, Presiding 
Mildred Palmer, Program Chairman 


Hon. Perle Mesta, speaker, introduced by Anita Pollitzer 
Friends on Capitol Hill presented 


Sunday, May 27—Affiliated Organizations 


10:00 a.m.—Brunch—Federal Room 


Mrs. Nina Horton Avery, Presiding 
Dr. Florence A. Armstrong, Program Chairman 
Report on Resolutions—Dr. Armstrong 


11:50 a.m.—Adjournment 
12 Noon—Induction of New Officers— Judge Burnita S$. Matthews 
12:30 p.m.—Meeting of Old and New National Councils 
New National Chairman presidin 
2:00 p.m.—Reception—Garden of Alva Belmont House 
Hostesses: Branches— 


District of Columbia . . . Miss Jessie Blaine 
Virginia . . . . Miss Mary Williamson 
| Maryland . . . . . Mrs. Ethel McKinney 
Unveiling of portrait bust of Dr. Wells, presented by Mrs. 
A. L. Brooks, mother of the artist, Carmen Brooks 
Taysom 
' CONVENTION Co-CHAIRMAN: Mrs. Elizabeth Forbes, Maryland; Mrs. A. L. Brooks, Michigan 


CONVENTION SECRETARY: Mildred Palmer 


, Committee: Credentials— Clara Snell Wolfe, Ohio, Revision of By-Laws—Adda Lutz Ferguson, Pennsylvania. Resolutions— 
y Dr. Florence A. Armstrong, Virginia. Nominating — Cecil Norton Broy, Virginia. Hospitality — Members of the National 

Council. Hostesses — Branches: Maryland, District of Columbia and Virginia. Alva Belmont House — Martha Souder, 
Pennsylvania. Alva Belmont Garden—Dora Ogle, Maryland. Pages — Barbara Westebbe, Kansas. 
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Work for Equality Moves Forward on International 
Front As U.N. Schedules Treaty Action 


International Council of Women Meets in 
Triennial Convention in Athens 


Just as Spring redeems the promise of new life 
to a waiting earth, so the woman movement receives 
its annual benison of hope for the days ahead in the 
vernal season. 

As this issue of “Equal Rights” goes to press, the 
Status of Women Commission of the United Nations 
is to act upon an international treaty guaranteeing to 
women in every country the right to vote, to hold 
public office, and to “Exercise all public functions of 
every nature on the same conditions as men.” in the 
words of the treaty, drafted by the staff of the Secre- 
tary-General. 

“Without this treaty,” declared Alice Paul, founder 
of the National Woman’s Party, the World Woman’s 
Party, and honored by women everywhere, “It might 
take us another 50 years to accomplish our aim — 
equal political rights for women... it is almost un- 
believable that women have made such progress in 
less than a hundred years. It was only 82 years ago 
that, for the first time in the history of the world, 
women were given the right to vote. This was in the 
territory of Wyoming.” In an interview for the 
“Christian Science Monitor” Miss Paul continued to 
point out the history of women’s progress. 

Now only sixteen nations forbid women to vote and 
hold office. In some others, certain qualifications for 
voting maintain for women that are not demanded of 
men. One of the strangest of these is that in some 
places the law demands that women be literate, but per- 
mits illiterate men to exercise the franchise. 

Miss Paul traced the history of the use of what she 
called the “treaty method from 1928 when members of 
the National Woman’s Party presented an equal rights 
treaty to representatives of the Western Hemisphere 
nations gathered there. 

Perhaps the most significant statement made was the 
reminder that there has been so little strife, but, on 
the other hand, so much accomplished just by educa- 
tion and persuasion. 

Attacking the problem of equality from another and 
non-official angle, the Status of Women Committee of 
the National Council of Women of the United States 
has issued a strong report, confined wholly to the ques- 
tion of rights for women in the forthcoming Covenant 
on Human Rights (to be taken up at the meeting of the 
General Assembly of UN, meeting in Geneva, Switzer- 
land, beginning April 16, 1951). 

Anita Pollitzer, past president of the National Wo- 
man’s Party, and chairman of the above committee, 
has sent a copy of the report, which will undoubtedly 
be of interest to members. It was sent to the Triennial 
meeting of the International Council of Women, which 
opened in Athens, March 28, 1951, by the Status of 
Women Committee of the National Council of Women 
of the United States. 


The National Woman’s Party has long been one of 
the member societies of the National Council of Women 
of the United States, and Miss Pollitzer was for several 
years on the executive board of the National Council 
of Women. Previously another former chairman of 
the National Woman’s Party, Jane Norman Smith, 
had been on the executive board. 


Ernestine Hale Bellamy, youngest and most re- 
cently elected member of the National Council of the 


Woman’s Party was sent to Athens as a delegate from 
the United States Council of Women, where she will 
also present greetings as a fraternal delegate from the 
World Woman’s Party. 

Here follow some portions of the report sent to the 
triennial meeting of the International Council: 

Expressing regret that the report could not consider 
many other activities of the United Nation’s bodies in 
the sphere of women’s rights, the Committee of which 
Miss Pollitzer is chairman indicated that it felt that 
the work of the Human Rights Commission, in which 
the Covenant on Human Rights is to be reviewed for 
revision, offers “unparallelled opportunity ... for the 
advancement of the position of women.” Pointing out 
that the Covenant goes far beyond the Declaration of 
Human Rights, adopted in Paris in 1948, in that it will 
be in the form of a treaty, binding upon governments 
which sign it, the Committee report says, “The supreme 
importance of the Covenant over the lives of each one 
of us is coming more and more to be realized.” 

To date, the Covenant has these articles bearing upon 
the status of women: 


“Article 1—Each State Party hereto undertakes to re- 
spect and to ensure to all individuals within its 
territory and subject to its jurisdiction the ga. recog- 
nized in the Covenant, without distinction of any kind 
such as... sex.” 

“Article 12—Everyone shall have the right to recogni- 
tion everywhere as a person before the law.” 

“Article 17—All are equal before the law; all shall be 
accorded equal protection of the law without distinction 
on any ground such as... sex.” 


When the Covenant was considered by the UN As- 
sembly in 1950 for the first time, there was a feeling 
that the Covenant did not guarantee sufficient protec- 
tion to the rights of women. The following directives 
were voted as enunciations of principles to guide the 
Human Rights Commission when it considers the 
Covenant: 


(1) “The General Assembly . . . decides to include ... 
in the draft Covenant on Human Rights .. . an explicit 
recognition of equality of men and women on related 
rights, as set forth in the Charter of the United 
Nations.” 
(2) “The General Assembly ... calls upon the Eco- 
nomic and Social Council to request the Commission 
on Human Rights to take into consideration in its work 
of revisions of the draft Covenant the views expressed 
. in this session of the General Assembly . . . with 
a view to the addition in this Covenant of other rights 
... set forth... in document A/c 3/L 96.” 


The report indicates that the “other rights” re- 


ferred to, insofar as they relate to the status of women, 
are: 


(a) “Access to education shall be open to all without 

distinction of ... sex ... and this right shall be en- 

sured by the State .. .” 

(b) “Women shall enjoy in their work, rights and 

soso as which shall not be less than those enjoyed 
y men and they shall receive equal pay with men for 

equal work.” 

(c) “The right freely to combine in trade unions shal] 

be = to all hired workers without distinction 

as sex.” 


What is still needed, the report indicates, is some 
clear declaration to the effect that: “No state shall 
make or permit any law or regulation discriminating 
in any way on account of sex.” 


(Continued on page 13) 
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The AAUW Convention 


By MARY SINCLAIR CRAWFORD 
Chairman of Delegates of the Los Angeles Branch, AAUW 


The world-trend toward equality for women was 
manifested in the Convention of the American Associa- 
tion of University Women held at Atlantic City, April 
9 to 13. When the subject of the Equal Rights Amend- 
ment was debated the entire Convention came alive, as 
opinions pro and con aroused eager interest. 


The motions pased on the subject of Equal Rights 
were certainly contradictory. On Wednesday after- 
noon, April 11, the following motion was passed, 
known as “Tentative Legislative Program — Status 
of Women — 6a:” + “Measures to promote the fullest 
participation of women in all social, economic and 
political life and to prevent discrimination in employ- 
ment and property rights on the basis of sex or marital 
status.” Immediately following this, they passed a 
resolution, proposed and recommended by the Na- 
tional Legislative Committee, known as 6b, providing 
for “Continued opposition to any equal rights amend- 
ment to the Constitution unless such amendment pro- 
vides safeguards for the health, safety, and general 
welfare of women.” 


On Thursday, April 12, without repealing this pre- 
vious negative motion, the Convention passed another 
resolution pledging continued work toward the removal 
of obstacles against women. This resolution read: 
“V. Status of Women. Recognizing the progress al- 
ready made in achieving for women opportunity and 
treatment comparable to that afforded to men, and 
desiring to consolidate this advancement, 


1. We shall give continued support and encouragement 
to the full participation of women in the intellectual, 
economic, social, and political activities of the com- 
munity, state and nation, and in international affairs. 


2. Both as individuals and as groups we undertake to 
seek out, endorse, and actively support qualified women 
for elective and appointive offices, and as individuals, to 
accept the responsibilities which this policy entails. 


3. Recognizing that there still remain certain barriers 
to women because of their sex and marital status, we 


pledge continued work toward the removal of these 
obstacles.” 


It should be noted that the subject of the Hayden 
rider did not at any time come before the Convention 
officially, and therefore it has never received action by 
any Convention of the American Association of Uni- 
versity Women. 

Among the outstanding speeches for the Equal 
Rights Amendment were three made by young women: 
Dr. Olivia McHugh of Salt Lake City, Mrs. Patricia 
Goodrich, State Fellowship Chairman, for California, 
and Mrs. Jeanette Fox Parker of Ridgefield, Connecti- 
cut, a leading attorney. 

The voting showed not only an increased support 


for the Equal Rights Amendment, but that the support 


was by delegates from many sections of the country. 

It was a dramatic coincidence that just at this 
moment word came from Athens, Greece, from the 
meeting of the International Council of Women, the 
oldest and largest international organization of women 
in the world, that they had unanimously voted for 
full equality for women — thus voicing the world 
trend, and that they had unanimously voted to urge 
upon the United Nations that there should be incor- 
porated in the Covenant on Human Rights, which the 
United Nations is now drawing up, “a clear, unequi- 
vocal declaration to the general effect that — No state 
shall make or permit any law or regulation discrimi- 
nating in any way on account of sex.” 

It was with a feeling of great sadness that some of 
us, who had so long worked in AAUW for the advance- 
ment of women, left the Convention, realizing that this 
group, in spite of individual sentiment for equality, by 
still objecting to the Equal Rights Amendment that 
would give full equality to women in the United States, 
was once again lagging in the world movement. 


Work for Equality Moves Forward . . . 


(Continued from page 12) 


The report concludes: ““The International Council of 
Women, since it was formed by those revered and in- 
trepid leaders — Susan B. Anthony, Elizabeth Cady 
Stanton, Frances Willard and May Wright Sewall— 
has had as one of its primary aims, raising the posi- 
tion of women. In our lifetime we remember with 
gratitude the strong support to the equality cause 
given internationally by Lady Aberdeen, the courage- 
ous leadership of Madame Marie Verone, spokesman 
for the International Council of Women, in the effort 
to obtain equality for women under the League of 
Nations, and the stirring challenge of Baroness Boel 
at our last Triennial in Philadelphia. Let us carry 
forward their standard today.” The document carries 
the signatures, besides that of Miss Pollitzer, of Lucy 
R. Milligan, Jane Norman Smith, Charlotte Payne, 
Evelyn Rafter, Luella S. Laudin and Ernestine Hale 
Bellamy. 


Miss Bellamy writes of several interesting and im- 
portant episodes of her trip, not the least of which was 
the fortunate turn of fate which brought her audience 
with the president of the Egyptian Senate, Aly Zaki 
al Orabi Pasha. She had despaired of seeing even an 
important Egytian woman leader to plead for help for 
Egyptian Women in their fight for suffrage. What 


was her delight to learn that a guard had been thrown 
around her ship, and the great man had come aboard! 
There an audience was arranged for her, with many 
instructions as to finesse of conduct therein. The Presi- 
dent of the Egyptian Senate is the voice of that body, 
and it alone can speak for the rights of women. Before 
the hour-long conference closed, Miss Bellamy had the 
word of Ali Zaki al Orabi Pasha that he would see 
that Egypt would support an explicit provision, in the 
Covenant discussed above, for equality. 


Miss Bellamy tells also of the thrilling fight for 
equality by the Greek woman, which was given a 
tremendous impetus by the passing of the equality 
resolution by the International Council of Women in its 
meeting in Athens. That business was put at the head 
of the agenda of the meeting, so as to give the Greek 
women the aid of such support. Miss L. C. A. Van 
Eeghen of Holland, Vice President of the International 
Council of Women, gave invaluable help in securing the 
adoption of the resolution which reads: 


“In order that the Covenant, as an International Bill 
of Rights, guarantee to the women of the world the 
rights that have so long been denied them, the Inter- 
national Council of Women believes it is essential that 
there be incorporated in the Covenant a clear, un- 
equivocal declaration to the general effect that — No 
state shall make or permit any law or regulation 
discriminating on account of sex.” 
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Mrs. J. A. H. Hopkins 


Mrs. Alison Turnbull Hopkins, a leader in the 
woman’s suffrage movement more than thirty years 
ago, died March 18 at her home in New Tork City. She 
was seventy years old. 


Mrs. Hopkins was New Jersey State Chairman of 


Percil Stephenson 


Mrs. Percil Stephenson, Chairman of the Minnesota 
Branch of the National Woman’s Party, died suddenly 
on March 14, in Fairmont, Minn. She was Finance 
Chairman of the National Business and Professional 
Women, a successful business woman, and a civic 


the National Woman’s Party during the years of the leader of her community.. An editorial in the Fair- , 
for of mont Daily Sentinel entitled “Inspiration to local ré 
immo group who picke e i ouse an ” reflects the admirati d th 
was sentenced to sixty days in the workhouse. But 
before serving the second day the pickets were “par- 
doned” by President Wilson. “Mrs. Stephenson’s brief life (she was only 48) in + 
t Mrs. Hovki dh this community was a living example that being a 
had woman is no barrier or handicap to success. She never 
Within minutes of her retire to Headquarters (now for a moment let the fact that she was a woman inter- st 
the Cosmos Club) Mrs. Hopkins was back on the picket fere with her business career and plenty of oe the de 
line, where President Wilson bowed to her as he drove theater business and in politics will admit that in in- 
into the grounds. A dauntless, gallant fighter for numerable instances she was not only their equal but ‘ 
equality and justice has left us. their superior.” Y 
T 
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many Washington Women 


shop always at Jelleff’s . . . confident of 
our understanding and appreciation for their kind of fashion, 


and pleasantly confident, too, that they’ll find 


that good fashion coupled with a not-too-high price. - 
We invite you to visit our Women’s Shops . . . Lap 
and believe you will find there dresses and suits and coats 
(as well as accessories throughout the store) c 


that will make your inquiry quite rewarding. 


Frank R. Jelleff, Inc. i 


4473 CONN. AVE. SHIRLINGTON SILVER SPRING BETHESDA — 


F STREET 


| 


March-April, 1951 


EQUAL RIGHTS 


A Nurse’s Appeal for the Equal Rights 


Amendment 


By LAVINA 
Founder and Honorary Secretary, International 
Council of Nurses 

The main stem of the problem is this — that a 
democratic country, as ours is, shall, in its basic con- 
stitution, declare all citizens to have equal status, equal 
responsibility, equal opportunity, and equal rights in 
their civic life under the law. 

This seems so self evident that no proof should be 
needed. But our federal constitution failed to make 
this clear. Other amendments have been necessary 
to clarify it, from the emancipation of the slave — 
down. Women had to insist on the vote. Now the last 
step — equality before the law — must be definitely 
declared. 


I am well aware of the negative side. I was a visit- 
ing nurse in the Henry Street Settlement in New 
York when the first “protective laws” were passed. 
There were and are, three lines of opposition: 

First, the fear of humane and conscientious, sin- 
cere persons that certain laws protecting certain 
classes of women workers would be nullified. 

Second, the fear of male workers that women in 
industry would compete severely with them. 

Third, the fear of employers that with the possible 
accession of women members, the labor unions 
might become too strong. 


To think a stronger, more secure position would 
make women less able to act well and wisely in public 
affairs than they do now, seems an unreal notion. Who, 


more than the woman, the Mother of mankind, could 


be and would be a stronger help and guide in the well- 
being of the human race? Who could do more for the 
care of children — in the prevention of disease, in mat- 
ters of public health, sanitation, slum clearance, in the 
eradication of poverty? 


Industry and labor should be regulated and made 
safe for all workers. 


(The National Woman’s Party and “Equal Rights” 
are proud to claim the writer of this little article as one 
of our own. She is a valiant lady, whose years are 


many, and whose laurels gain luster from their 
wearer.) 


DUPONT LAUNDRY 
Dry Cleaning 
A Pledged Quality Laundry 
2535 Sherman Ave. -:- Washington, D. C. -: COlumbia 4200 
4415 Wilson Blv‘d. Arlington, Va. JA 8-1010 


ASTLEY BEAUTY SHOP 


OFFERS 
COMPLETE BEAUTY SERVICE 
That Lends Enchantment to Milady Fastidious 


305 East Capitol, Washington, D. C. TR. 1748 


colts Solel 


FOR WOMEN 


. Washington’s Exclusive Residence for Women 
Permanent and Transient 
RATES: $2.50 per day; $14.00 per week 


2131 O Street, N. W. (Near Dupont Circle) 


Members of the National Woman’s Party 


Remember Alva Belmont House on Capitol Hill 
next time you come to Washington 


for a visit. 


Luncheon and Dinner 
Weekdays and Sundays 


IRON GATE INN 


1734 N Street, N. W. 


Distinctive Dining... 


WATER GATE INN ON THE POTOMAC AT F 
Open Every Day: 11:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. — District 9256 
NORMANDY FARM — POTOMAC, MD. 
Open every day except Monday — Wisconsin 9421 
MARJORY HENDRICKS, Owner-Manager 


ALEXANDRIA, VIRGINIA 
REAL ESTATE — AL. 0078 


JOANNA M. BARRY 
ALL THREE ARE SYNONYMOUS 


NORMAN PAINT CO. 


MAKERS OF QUALITY PAINTS 
1248 H Street, N. E. FRanklin 2727 
Washington, D. C. 


Success to the National Woman’s Party 


PETROLEUM HEAT AND POWER CO. 


2209 Channing Street, N. E. " 
Washington, D. C. 


SENATE PHARMACY 


201 Maryland Avenue, N. E. 
THE PRESCRIPTION STORE 


BEAUTY CULTURE IN ITS ENTIRETY 


Emile of WASHINGTON 


1221 CONNECTICUT AVE. 


Branches: 
528 12TH STREET, N. W. 8563 GEORGIA AVENUE 
2601 16TH STREET, N. W. 3020 WILSON BLVD. 
WEST CHESTER APARTMENTS: 4000 CATHEDRAL AVE., N. W. 


Remodeling Repairing 
JAMES J. MADDEN 
Plumbing Contractors 
721 Ist St., N.W. — NA. 6932 


After Six — TA. 8428 
Washington, D. C. . 


MARLOW COAL CO. 


811 E. Street, N. W., Washington, D. C. 
SELLING GOOD COAL, Since 1858 


NATIONAL 0311 
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Our Greenella Classics lead 
such a good summer life... 


And they're exclusive with 
our Greenbrier Sports Shop 


These are the summer jewels that are 
pure joy to wear . . . Theyre so cool, so 
comfortable and so delightfully crease- 
resistant. They're washable, too . . . and 
just made for women who wear sizes 14 
to 42. Left: navy on white, 25.00; right: 
white on navy, aqua or grey, 29.95. From 
a collection on our Fourth Floor and at 
Spring Valley. 


Julius Garfinckel 


F STREET at FOURTEENTH * MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE at 49th 
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